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It was the year of the worst and best for the Nanda Talukdar Foundation since inception. The worst is that Great flood of 2004 heavily damaged the books and the best was that it led to a determined effort to have its own permanent building.

The flood came not once but thrice in the Guwahati city and for one occasion it was there for 72 hours leaving horrific damage to the books and furnitiures of the library as it was under three feet of water for more than 72 hours.

The next four months were spent on restoration of them and it was partially restored using every possible method from drying to rebinding. The luckiest part of the whole episodes that all the important valuable books were on the top shelves and they were not touched by water.

The Nanda Talukdar Foundation then took the resolve of coming out of the rented house and to have its own permanent house. The foundation decided to have its own building on the premises of the Nanda Talukdar’s ancestral house and the State Bank of India was approached for a housing loan to the tune of Rs 6.9 lakh and thus construction began in the month of December.

The Nanda Talukdar Foundation new home will have a full fledged conference table, a small corner for rest as well as night stay for these who find difficulty in arranging hotel accommodation. Besides toilets, there will be computer facilities for the research scholars as well as 24 hours back up power support.

However amongst the heat and dust, the digitalization process has been going but not with the same rhythm as that of the past years primarily due to complete focus on the construction. The library rooms have been temporarily closed from December to March  31, 2005 as the construction work was going on in full swing and we hope to take the possession of the new building by May 2006. 

Mrinal Talukdar

Secretary

31.3.05







